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Paper No./Mail Date . 
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DETAILED ACTION 

Election/Restrictions 

1. Applicant's election in an amendment filed on 07/12/05, of Species A of Figs. 5-7 
claimed in claims 1.-7 is acknowledged. Because applicant did not distinctly and specifically 
point out the supposed errors in the restriction requirement, the election has been treated as an 
election without traverse (MPEP § 818.03(a)). The requirement is still deemed proper and is 
therefore made FINAL. 

2. This application is in condition for allowance except for the presence of claims 8-11 non- 
elected Species. Accordingly, claims 8-1 1 have been cancelled. 

EXAMINER'S AMENDMENT 

3. An examiner's amendment to the record appears below. Should the changes and/or 
additions be unacceptable to applicant, an amendment may be filed as provided by 37 CFR 
1.312. To ensure consideration of such an amendment, it MUST be submitted no later than the 
payment of the issue fee. 

Authorization for this examiner's amendment was given in a telephone interview with 
Miss Ellen Marcie Emas (registration No. 32, 13 1) on 07/25/2005. 
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■ 

The application has been amended as follows: 

a. Claims: 

i. Claim 1, — wherein the tone setting unit sets the tone based on the ratio 
of the number of ON pixels to the total number of pixels in the data group; ~ has 
been inserted between lines 6 and 7. 

ii. Claim 3, has been cancelled; 

iii. Claim 4, line 1, "3" has been replaced with 1; and 

iv. Claims 8-11 have been cancelled. 

b. Drawings: The following changes to the drawings have been approved by the 
examiner and agreed upon by applicant: on the second page wherein Figs. 2, 3 and 4 are 
"SHEET 1 of 5" will be replaced with - SHEET 2 of 5 --. 

In order to avoid abandonment of the application, applicant must make these above 
agreed upon drawing changes. 



Allowable Subject Matter 

2. Claims 1, 2 and 4-7 are allowable. 

Examiner's Statement Of Reason For Allowance 

3. The following is an examiner's statement of reasons for allowance: 

Regarding claim 1, the prior art of records do not teach all the combined components / 
elements for an image forming apparatus that receives image data and forms an image based on 
the image data, including wherein the pulse width modulation unit performs exposure of each 



Application/Control Number: 10/630,699 Page 4 

Art Unit: 2854 

pixel for output image based on the pulse width in accordance with the tone set by the tone 
setting unit and the intra-group position in accordance with the position attribute set by the 
position attribute setting unit and wherein the tone setting unit sets the tone based on the ratio of 
the number of ON pixels to the total number of pixels in the data group. 

4. Any comments considered necessary by applicant must be submitted no later than the 
payment of the issue fee and, to avoid processing delays, should preferably accompany the issue 
fee. Such submissions should be clearly labeled "Comments on Statement of Reasons for 
Allowance ." 

Conclusion 

5. The prior art made of record and not relied upon is considered pertinent to applicant's 
disclosure. The prior art of records does not teach all the combined elements / components and 
as discussed above in the "examiner's statement of reasons for allowance". 

6. Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Wasseem H. Hamdan whose telephone number is (571) 272- 
2166. The examiner can normally be reached on M-F (first Friday off) 6:30 AM- 4:00 PM. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Andrew H. Hirshfeld can be reached on (571) 272-2168. The fax phone number for 
the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 703-872-9306. 



Application/Control Number: 10/630,699 



Page 5 



Art Unit: 2854 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the Patent 
Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for published applications 
may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. Status information for unpublished 
applications is available through Private PAIR only. For more information about the PAIR 
system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should you have questions on access to the Private PAIR 
system, contact the Electronic Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). 
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